PACIFIC COUNTY
DEMOCRAT

Keeping Pacific County Blue.

Message from the Chair
John Adams, Chair PCD

I would like to remind everyone that ballots for the
November 3 General Election were mailed out on Oc-
tober 14. This ballot features Initiative 1033 and Refer
endum 71, two of the more controversial measures
that weOve seen for a while.

I-1033 is anti-tax-activist Tim EymanOs latest effort
to handcuff our state legislatureOs budget process with
arbitrary limits that require Osuper majorityO votes to
overcome.

I-1033 is a deviously tricky effort to anchor govern -

ments at all levels on the grim bottom of the eco -

nomic cycle by limiting growth of government to a

combination of inflation and population growth
VOTE NO on [-1033!

Public services from schools to police to parks
would be cut back so that people rich in property
could further pad their portfolios. EymanOs self-
aggrandizing pandering to wealth at the expense of
society has trudged along for more than a decade
now. While he has lost as many as he has won, the
cumulative effects of his efforts have been layoffs and
service cuts from little cemetery districts to our largest
educational institutions and municipalities.

His latest round, according to the state Office of Fi -
nancial Management, would reduce state general
fund revenue by $5.9 billion, city revenues by a total
of $2.1 billion and county revenues by $694 million
between 2010 and 2015.

The legislature could modify the effects starting in
2012, but only by a two-thirds majority. Individual
political subdivisions could inch the cap up N but
only by costly elections.

R-71 is a conservative effort to abolish a voter ap
proved domestic partnership law. What these meas

Please see CHAIR, p. 2
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Call me old-fashioned, please!
Robert Brake, Ocean Park

Call me old-fashioned, but indulge me while |
relate six key incidents from my childhood and
young adult years that influenced me to become a
lifelong Democrat.

When | was eight, | couldnOt understand all the
tears & heartbreak after the siren. People turned
on radios all over town and scores of people
moved into the streets or gathered over backyard
fences to mourn the death of FDR.

Later, influenced by my dadOs railroad friends
and other working-class residents, | understood

the impact of the patrician President who created

so many programs to help us Olittle people.O

Too young to vote but well-informed about
politics, | later enthusiastically supported the
presidential candidacies of Adlai Stevenson. Sure
he was an Oegghead,0 but what intelligent
American wouldnOt want a smart President (then
and now)? Problem was, there werenOt enough
smart Americans voting in 052 and O56.

As a college senior, | promoted the idea of a
half-hour Youth Wants to Know television pro-
gram featuring Hubert Humphrey, appearing in
Fargo, ND. Friends and | convinced the station to
produce the show, Humphrey agreed to be on it,
and | was among the panel of college-aged ques
tioners quizzing the presidential aspirant.

| still recall talking one-on-one with HHH, ad -
miring his energy and optimism, and wondering
if that Peace Corps idea he discussed on the show
would ever come to pass.

In 1960, | joined the line at FargoOs Hector air
port to shake hands with John F. Kennedy and
Richard NixonNon the same day. KennedyOs firm

Please see BRAKE, p. 2
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CHAIR, continued from p. 1

ures point out is the far-reaching effect of our initia -
tive process in Washington State.

One of only a handful of states that has a direct ini -
tiative petition process, Washington sees a steady
stream of crudely crafted measures such as EymanQOs
which are frequently counter-intuitive or mislead -
ing.

VOTE NO on I-1033 and YES ON R-71. ¢

BRAKE, continued from p. 1

handshake impressed me. Nixon seemed oh so un
comfortable among us great unwashed.

While teaching at the University of South Dakota,
| met George McGovern and had a one-on-one con
versation with him. | asked him how it was that a
liberal history professor could win a Senate seat in
such a red state. McGovern said that farmers think a
lot while plowing their fields. Farmers can respect
and vote for politicians of any ilk, he said, as long as
they listen and donOt talk down to them. Good ad
vice. Much like FDROs ability to chat with Othe little
people.O

In 1968, during a mock political convention hosted
by USD, | met Eugene McCarthy and had an oppor-
tunity to interview a real maverick (not some bab -
bler spouting platitudes about Russia). He was a
cutting-edge Minnesotan who was way ahead of the
curve (especially on Vietnam).

And in 1972 | taught a course called Freedom of
Speech at lllinois State University. When several older
men OvisitedO my class, | wondered if those guys in
dark suits and shiny shoes were Omerely curious,O or
did they suspect | was advocating overthrow of the
Nixon Administration. Scary stuff. Teaching about
the First Amendment wasnOt enough. Thereafter, |
vowed to practice freedom of speech and oppose
those who would suppress it.

There you have it. Anecdotal of course, but those
experiences, coupled with my association with lots
of progressive-minded folks like you and exposure
to the real-world needs of the Olittle people,O con
vinced me that the only sensible political posture |
could ever assume was to remain a lifelong Demo-
crat.

IOm proud of that. ¢

Baird Holds Town Hall in llwaco

Over 300 people packed the llwaco High School audi
torium when Congressman Brian Baird held his Town
Hall meeting. Many who arrived late were turned away
as every seat was filled.

For two hours Baird answered questions from the
audience and talked about the issues. But unlike other
recent Baird Town Halls, this one was described as Oa
civil and constructive conversation.O

Most questions were about health care reform focus
ing on House Bill 3200. At over 1,000 pages, the bill is a
very complex document. OWhat impressed me,O said Sue
Staples, Owas Congressman BairdOs familiarity with
every aspect of the bill.O

OHe was able to answer all questions on health
care reform and cite specific references,O she said.

Cliff Ellenwood was very impressed with BairdOs per-
formance. OSeems to me the congressman is doing an
outstanding job of listening to his constituents and work -
ing for his district,O stated Ellenwood.

OWe donOt have a health care system,0O Baird said;
Owe have a hodge-podge.O

"This bill must address Medicare, Medicaid, tort re -
form, the financing of primary care physicians, S-chip
[health insurance for low-income children], social security,
health savings accounts and the income tax structure. It's
necessarily complex," Baird added.

Baird! has already held!five in-person Town Halls,
meeting with almost 6,000 people in the 34 Congres-
sional District. In addition, he held telephone Town Halls
in all seven counties of the Third Congressional District
with 12,460 participants, and three closed meetings, each
with about 25 health care professionals, hospital admin-
istrators and small business representatives.! Baird has
now held 317 Town Hall meetings in all since being
elected N 30 of which have been in Pacific County.

OWhatOs really amazing,0 John Adams commented,
Ois that during the August recess he held so many meet
ings and talked to so many voters.O

OPacific County is really lucky to have a representa-
tive in the U. S. Congress who is so knowledgeable
about health care and takes the time to communicate
with us,0 he added. ¢
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PCOs: The Heart of the Pacific County Democrats

PCOs, or Precinct Committee Officers, are thelbuilding blocks of the Demaocratic Party, the grassroots organ
izing base for all' our activities. PCOs are essential because they! personally! communicate the Democratic
Party message to people in each neighborhood across the state.!PCOs are responsible for electing the leader
ship of their local Democratic County and Legislative District organizations, as well as representatives to the
state Demaocratic Party. They also lead their Precinct Caucus every two years.

PCOs are elected officials, the Democratic PartyOs representative for theprecinct. A precinct can be as small
as a section of a neighborhood or as large as a historical Otownship,O but they usually contain 200 to 800 reg
istered voters. In Pacific County we have 35 precincts.

To become an elected PCO, you must be voted into office during the Democratic Primary Election in even-numbered
years. The next election of PCOs will be held in August of 2010. If you wish to run for election as a PCO, you must fill
out a declaration of candidacy form, which is readily available at your local county auditor’s or election office

(http./fwww.secstate.wa.gov/elections/auditors.aspx).

If you missed the August 2008 PCO election but would still like to serve, there are options for you.

If there is no PCO for the your precinct, the chair of your local Democratic Party organization can appoint
you to serve as an "appointed PCO."!If you are interested in becoming a PCO contact John Adams, Chair, Pa
cific County Democrats, at 360-665-0102 ojodi@reachone.com

If your precinct already has a PCO and you want to get involved, there are ways you can help. The chair of
your local Party organization can appoint you as an "acting PCO" for a precinct you do not live in. Or you
might want to help the PCO in your own precinct. Contact your PCO and offer to help them canvass the pre -
cinct, make phone calls, organize house parties, etc. Some PCOs recruit a volunteer for every few blocks, so
when literature needs to be distributed or phone calls made, the work is divided among many.

Our goal is to have every precinct represented by a PCO, so it is essential that we have volunteers step up
now to serve as acting and appointed PCOs in precincts that did not elect a PCO in the last!election cycle.
This is one way you can make a big difference. Please join us.

Precinct Name of PCO Precinct Name of PCO Precinct Name of PCO
Baleville Mark Huber Naselle Karen Spackman Raymond W2 Rural ~ Vacant

Bay Center Colleet Cohern Nemah Carol Banta Raymond W3 David Burke
Chinook Lydia S. Fauver North Cove Terry Thomas Raymond W3 Rural ~ Vacant
Eklund Park Vacant North River Vacant Seaview 1 Pat Donnelly
Frances / Lebam  Vacant Ocean Park 1 Frank Logan Seaview 2 Vacant
Tlwaco City Jerry Benning Ocean Park 2 Melissa Goldberg Smith Creek Vacant
TIlwacoR 1 Vacant Oysterville John Adams South Bend 1 Tip Wonhoff
TlwacoR 2 Vacant Pioneer Sid Snyder South Bend 2 Vacant
Klipsan Marshall Tate Raymond W1P1 Vacant South Bend 3 Vacant

Long Beach Royal Harshman Raymond W1P2  Brian Hatfield South Fork Joan King
Menlo / Firdale Vacant Raymond W1P3 Michael Spencer Willapa Pat Gardner
Nahcotta Bill Grennan Raymond W2 Vacant

Thanks to all of our volunteers at the Pacific County Fair:

John Adams Karen Speckman
Don Berger Dean Takko
David Bustamonte!! Marshall Tate
Colleen Cohern! Diana Thompson
Bud Cuffel Evelyn Wilson
Pat Donnelly Taileen Wilson

Renee Goodin

Bill Grennan
Michael Lignoski
Frank Logan
Nancy Logan
Doug Kess
Beverley Olson!
Carol Piercy
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VOTE NO ON I1-1033

The bold print of a November ballot measure
sounds appealing: Lower the tax burden on Wash-
ington residents by limiting government spend -

ing.

But foes of Initiative 1033 are urging voters to
read the fine print because they believe the conse
guences would be dire and long-term.

Chief sponsor Tim Eyman describes 1-1033 as a
way to lower property taxes. If approved by vot -
ers on Nov. 3, it would place a cap on the amount
of revenue from taxes and fees that state, county
and city governments could collect into their gen -
eral funds. The cap would be set at 2009 levels,
and unless voters specifically approved new
spending, the cap would increase only to reflect
inflation and population growth. Any revenue
above the cap would be used to reduce property
taxes.

Critics liken the initiative to placing a salary
cap on government at the worst possible time,
because the recession would lock in spending
at a dangerously low level. They point to a
state study that said 1-1033 could cut $5.9 bil -
lion from education, social, health and envi -
ronmental programs by 2015.

More than 70 groups launched a campaign called
Vote No on 1033 The alliance includes AARP
Washington, the Greater Seattle Chamber of
Commerce, Microsoft, Washington State Hospital
Association, ChildrenOs Alliance, Nature Conser
vancy, Washington Education Association and the
Washington State Council of Firefighters.

OltOs a false promise that Washington residents
will get the same level of services for less money,0
said Doug Shadel, AARP Washington state direc-
tor. OLower property taxes would come at the ex-
pense of severe cuts in health care, education and
public safety.O

Gov. Christine Gregoire, D, is on the list of critics,
arguing that revenue is already at a low point be -
cause of the deep cuts needed to close a $9 billion
budget gap earlier this year.

OThis would do serious damage,O said Remy
Trupin, executive director of the nonpartisan,

Pacific County Democrat

nonprofit Washington State Budget & Policy Cen-
ter. OWe would be unable to meet all the needs we

have in the state.O

Trupin said the initiative allows no leeway to
cover unexpected costs such as natural disasters
and federal mandates. It could prevent the state,
cities and counties from recovering from eco-
nomic downturns like the current one. The
Budget & Policy Center estimates that state reve
nue will grow by $1 billion in 2011, but under I-
1033 less than half of that revenue could be spent
on public services. The rest would go toward
property tax reductions, which could cause future
budget deficits.

OweOd just be locking ourselves into this
permanently recessionary budget, and itOd
make it very hard for us to move forward
and remain economically competitive,O
Trupin said.

Eyman and his group Voters Want More Choices
dismiss the doomsday predictions as absurd, say-
ing the initiative is intended to control how much
revenue government collects, not how much it
spends.

[-1033 is similar to efforts in other states, nick-
named TABOR, a smaller-government concept
known as Otaxpayer bill of rights.O Colorado vot-
ers approved a TABOR initiative in 1992, but the
results were so disastrous it was put on hold three
years ago. Studies found that TABOR set Cole
rado back on measures such as job growth, prena
tal care and education, in some categories falling
to last among the 50 states.

Opponents of 1-1033 also point to CaliforniaOs re
cent experience with its budget crisis. A series of
voter-approved initiatives over the years has
forced spending restrictions that have contributed
to a $26 billion deficit.

The Text of 1-1033 can be foundat

www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/peopl
e.aspx?y=2009

[reprinted from AARP Bulletin October 2009] 4
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PDC Volunteers at Baird Town Hall
September 1%t 2009

PCD Volunteers at the Brian Baird Town Hall

(L-R) Charlotte Paliani, Michael Goldberg, John
Adams, Diana Thompson, Sharon Van Heuit,
Claire Everitt, and Rob Everitt.

Pacific County Democrat

Letters To The Editor:

"The newsletter is a great way to go. Thanks for
getting that going."
N Carolyn Glenn, Long Beach

“Yes, | want to receive the Pacific County Democrat
Newsletter by mail. Really enjoyed all the specific
information in the newsletter and the wild ride of
the Pacific County Democrat of the Year, with her
trusty chauffeur. Keep up the good work.O

N Pat Donnelly, Seaview

Calendar of Events

Nov. 9, 7pm. General Meeting, Seaview
Dec. 14, 7 pm. General Meeting, So. Bend
Jan. 11, 7 pm. General Meeting, Seaview
Feb.8, 7pm. General Meeting, So. Bend
Mar. 8, 7 pm. General Meeting, Seaview
Mar. 13 Crab Feed, South Bend
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NOVEMBER MEETING

November 9, 2009
Seaview Transit Center, 7 p.m.
2750 Pacific Way, Seaview, WA

* *
Pacific County x bﬁ *
* *

Democrats

P.O. Box 455
South Bend, WA 98586

www.pacificcountydemocrats.com

Chair John Adams
jodi@reachone.com 360-665-0102

First Vice Chair Colleen Cohern

taileenwilson@hotmail.com 360-875-6024

Second Vice Chair Bill Grennan

willgrennan@hotmail.com  360-642-7228

Treasurer Renee Goodin
rgoodin@co.pacific.wa.us 360-642-9420

Secretary Marshall Tate
mctate65@pondhouse.com 360-665-0023

State Committeeman Frank Logan

logans@javacs.com 360-665-0552

State Committeewoman Beverly Olson

paradise @wwestsky.net 360-875-6039

We meet at 7 p.m. on the second Monday of each
month, alternating between South Bend (even
months) and Seaview (odd months).

Pacific County Democrat Newsletter

Co-Editor: Peter Janke 360-665-0773

pjanke@centurytel.net
Co-Editor: Marshall Tate 360-665-0023

mctate65@pondhouse.com
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How Do You Like Your Newsletter . . . Paper or Electronic?

This is the second issue of the new, improved Pacific County Democrat Newsletter being mailed out. It is
also being sent electronically by email. Why? With the cost of printing and mailing, and the additional
labor involved in addressing the newsletter, we are encouraging members to receive it by email.

If you have received this issue by mail and have an email address we ask that you contact the Editors at
pcd@pondhouse.comor phone Marshall Tate at 360-665-0023 and request an email copy.

Because we realize that not everyone has a computer at home or access to one, we want to offer everyone
the opportunity to receive this newsletter by U. S. Mail.

If you want to receive your copy of the Pacific County Democrat Newsletter by mail, call the Editors at
the number above or fill out this coupon and mail it to Newsletter, Pacific County Democrats, P. O. Box
455, South Bend, WA 98586.

YES, | want to receive the Pacific County Democrat Newsletter by Mail!

Name

Address

City State Zip
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